
Welcome to our September newsletter. This is the 

month where you can review your garden – sit back 

with a nice glass of wine in the late summer sunshine 

and consider what worked well and what you can im-

prove on next year.  If you have any bare patches 

and can’t think of a suitable plant, why not pay us a 

visit and we can advise you on the type of plants to 

best suit all environments.  

September is also the month for turning your atten-

tion to your lawn – go over it thoroughly to remove 

any debris and spike to allow air into the soil and to 

allow surface water to drain away.  

Continue to dead-head your hanging baskets and 

container plants as this will keep them going for long-

er. If you have any gaps in your borders, fill them in 

with autumn flowering plants such as sedum and 

chrysanthemums.  

Now is also the time to plant trees, shrubs and new per-

ennials, as the weather is still warm enough and general-

ly towards the end of September we’ll have some rain to 

water them well in. We have plenty of trees and shrubs in 

stock, so please come along and take a look.    

We will be closing for the winter at the end of Sep-

tember. Our offer of the month is 25% off all stock, so if 

you need any plants, now is the time to come and see us  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clematis Diversifolia 

 

Following on from last month, 

when we talked about Clematis 

Montana, this month we are 

looking at Clematis Diversifolia. 

This group are all hardy, very 

free flowering and trouble free, 

so highly recommended. They 

have non-clinging stems, so can 

be allowed to scramble through 

open shrubs, small trees or 

obelisks.  

They tend to produce open, 

nodding, bell-shaped flowers 

from June to September. They grow up to 6-8 feet and 

are suitable for containers as well as in the ground.   

All flowers in this particular group are suitable to use as 

cut flowers.   
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September’s Offer  

 

25% off all stock 



Towards the end of September is the perfect time to 

start a new compost heap.  

You need: 

1. Carbon-rich “brown” materials, such as autumn 
leaves, dead flowers from your garden and shredded 
newspaper. 
2. Nitrogen-rich “green” materials, such as grass clip-
pings, plant-based kitchen waste (vegetable peelings 
and fruit rinds, but no meat scraps), or barnyard animal 
manure (even though its colour is usually brown, ma-
nure is full of nitrogen like the other “green” stuff). Do 
not use manure from carnivores, such as cats or dogs. 
3. A bucket of soil 
4. A site that’s at least 3 feet long by 3 feet wide – or if 
you prefer a compost bin. 
 
How to set it up 
 
Start by spreading a layer that is several inches thick of 

coarse, dry brown stuff, like straw or leaves, where 
you want to build the pile. 

Top that with several inches of green stuff. 
Add a thin layer of soil. 
Add a layer of brown stuff. 
Moisten the three layers  
 
Tip: Although it sounds a bit odd, getting a male from 
the family to pee on the compost heap helps it to get 
started!  
Continue layering green stuff and brown stuff with a 
little soil mixed in until the pile is 3 feet high. Try to add 
stuff in a ratio of three parts brown to one part green. 
(If it takes a while before you have enough material to 
build the pile that high, don't worry. Just keep adding to 
the pile until it gets to at least 3 feet high.) 
Every couple of weeks, turn the pile, moving the stuff at 
the centre of the pile to the outside and working the 
stuff on the outside to the centre of the pile. Keep the 
pile moist, but not soggy. When you first turn the pile, 
you may see steam rising from it. This is a sign that the 
pile is heating up as a result of the materials in it de-

composing. If you turn the pile every couple of weeks 
and keep it moist, you will begin to see earthworms 
throughout the pile and the center of the pile will turn 
into black, crumbly, sweet-smelling “black gold.” When 
you have enough finished compost in the pile to use in 
your garden, shovel out the finished compost and start 
your next pile with any material that hadn’t fully decom-
posed in the previous one. 

Tips for the garden for September 

 

 Now is the time to prune your wisteria, roses, 

evergreen clematis, lavender and fruit bushes, 

such as blackcurrant 

 Plant evergreen shrubs now whilst the soil is still 

warm 

 Plant up some pots with spring bulbs 

 September is the best month for hedge pruning 

 Feed your lawn and spike it to allow air in and 

surface water to drain away 

 Add winter colour by planting ornamental cab-

bage, hardy pansies and shrubs with colourful 

berries 

 September is the month to finish harvesting all 

your fruit trees – don’t forget to rake up the 

windfalls and put them on your compost heap 

 Harvest potatoes towards the end of September 

and store in a dark place in breathable sacks to 

ensure they don’t rot 

 If you have a pond, now is the time to cover it 

with netting before the leaves start to fall off the 

trees 

 Once the greenhouse plants, such as tomatoes 

have finished fruiting, it’s time to give the green-

house or polytunnel a good clean. Old compost 

and dirty pots harbour pests, so best to get rid of 

them before winter  

How to make a compost heap 


